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wealth of resource, derived equally from study and from travel, — from 
classic fountains and from the literature and life of the present day. 
His versification is smooth and harmonious. The poems that will do 
the most for his reputation are certain demi-burlesque epistles, ad- 
dressed, under the assumed character of an Englishman in America, to 
Rogers the poet, Charles Kemble, Moxon the publisher, and Walter 
Savage Landor. 

Mr. Taylor's volume contains a large amount of healthy, manly 
sentiment, such as does credit to his mental and moral nature ; and yet 
we a little doubt whether he is a born poet. But however this may 
be, the book is entirely free from pretension and extravagance, and if it 
does not enhance, it will not impair, a literary reputation nobly earned 
and richly merited. 

" The Bells " is a first publication by a very young man, who has 
much yet to learn as regards the art of versification, but who gives 
tokens of genuine poetic feeling, and will win, in process of years, an 
enviable reputation, if these windfalls are a presage of the fruit that is 
yet to ripen on the same tree. 



13 The Hearth-Stone : or Thoughts upon Home-Life in our Cities. 

By Samuel Osgood. Fifth Edition. New York: D. Appleton 
& Co. 1854. 24mo. pp. 290. 

We ought not to have waited for a fifth edition to bear our grateful 
testimony to the worth of this book. Its endeavor is to infuse a relig- 
ious spirit into the relations, occupations, and amusements of " home- 
life in our cities." This aim is pursued with a sacred singleness of pur- 
pose, with an attractive grace of style, and on that elevated ground of 
supra-sectarian and practical Christianity which must secure for the 
■ work equal favor and like opportunity of usefulness with readers of 
every denomination. 

14. — Ida May : a Story of Things Actual and Possible. By Mary 
Langdon. Boston: Phillips, Sampson, & Co. 1854. 12mo. 
pp. 478. 

It tells much for this story that its authorship should have been very 
generally attributed to Mrs. Stowe. We did not for a moment think it 
hers. It displays a more careful and uniform artistic elaboration than 
"Uncle Tom's Cabin," but falls far short of it in power of delineation, 
and in its hold on the sympathies. It will follow in the wake of its pre- 
decessor, and keep the furrow open where that parted the waters ; but 
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had it taken the lead, as the other did, prior to the transactions of the 
last -winter and spring, it could have produced no more than a slight 
surface-swell on the then almost universal indifference and apathy. 



15. — Photographic Views of Egypt, Past and Present. By Joseph 
P. Thompson. Boston: John P. Jewett & Co. 1854. 12mo. 
pp. 358. 

Though very many books, and parts of books, have of late been 
written about Egypt, we are not certain that the place which this 
work fills is otherwise supplied. It is the simple, journal-like nar- 
rative of what was seen, experienced, and ascertained in Egypt, by 
one who, as a man of taste, a scholar, and a Christian, knew how to 
observe and what to look for, who carried his humane sympathies 
everywhere with him, and whose " Views " are literally " photo- 
graphic," at once in their manifest fidelity to fact, and in the genial 
light with which they are suffused from his own sunny temper and 
cheerful religious faith. 



16. — Nature in Disease, illustrated in various Discourses and Essays, 
to which are added Miscellaneous Writings,'' chiefly on Medical Sub- 
jects. By Jacob Bigelow, M. D. Boston: Ticknor and Fields. 
1854. 16mo. pp. 391. 

Many diseases are self-limited, and, though their severity may be 
mitigated, their course cannot be shortened, by medical treatment. 
Where there is no organic lesion, and the vital functions have not yet 
yielded to natural decay, the tendency is toward recovery, not death. 
In these cases the vis medicatrix of nature is the wise physician's chief 
ground of confidence, and he aims rather to subsidize than to super- 
sede its operation. Such, in brief, is the thesis maintained, with con- 
clusive reasoning and affluent illustration, in the portion of this volume 
which furnishes its general title. The remaining papers are on a wide 
range of subjects, are in themselves deeply interesting, and bear a 
value greatly enhanced by the grave authority which sustains their 
statements, opinions, and arguments. Had the book appeared earlier 
in the quarter, our veneration for the author, our sympathy with him 
in his detestation of the current forms of quackery, and our unshaken 
confidence in the legitimate medical faculty, in which he has so long 
borne a leader's staff", would have led us to furnish an elaborate review 
in place of this hurried notice. 



